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Abstract: Ten more fungi, belonging to the genera Ascobolus, bisporella, Cheilymenia,

Discosia, Hysterium, Hysterobrevium, Lopadostoma, Melanospora, Scutellinia and
Stylonectria, are reported for the first time from the Maltese Islands. 

Riassunto: Dieci altri funghi, appartenenti ai generi Ascobolus, bisporella, Cheilymenia,

Discosia, Hysterium, Hysterobrevium, Lopadostoma, Melanospora, Scutellinia e Stylonec-

tria, vengono segnalati per la prima volta dalle isole Maltesi.

INTRODUCTION

In the last few years, during several forays for fungi around Malta, a number of speci-
mens belonging to various ascomycete species were collected. Some of the fungi collected
belong to rare or unusual species and are reported for the first time in this work. A few other
specimens have been sent for DNA sequencing and will be the subject of future works.

MATERIALS AND METhODS

Fresh specimens were collected by the author and photographed in habitat. hand cut
thin sections were examined microscopically by squash mounts looking for features which
would help towards identifying a species within a particular genus. Fresh material was ex-
amined in water, Lugol’s (IKI) reagent, Congo Red/Phloxine stain (1%) in 5% ammonia
solution, lactic acid/cotton blue and toluidine blue (1%). Dried material was re-examined
after wetting with 4% KOh and treated similarly to fresh material.

All measurements were done on fresh material in water unless otherwise indicated and
were carried out by first photographing the sections at the most appropriate magnification,
followed by a process using the free software Piximètre (downloadable from
http://ach.log.free.fr/Piximetre/). Measurements are given, without including the ornamen-
tation, on the basis of N number of spores as indicated in each entry using free spores in the
mounts. Drawings are made from images taken on live material often at different focus to
show specific characters. The images were handled with IrfanView (www.irfanview.com)
to improve contrast or remove colour bias. 
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